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41ST CONGRESS, }

Ex. Doc.
{ No. 35.

SENATE.

3d Session.

MESSAGE
Ojj' 'l'HB

PRESIDENT OF TilE UNITED STATES,
COMMUNICATING

A paper relative to the desire of certain Indian tribes in the northern
s~tperintendency to sell a portion of their lands with a view to the purchase
of other lands.
Fimn.uARY 8, 1871.-Referred to the Committee on Im1jan Affairs and ordered to be
printed.

.

:to the Senate and Bouse of Representatives :
I transmit herewith an extract of a paper addressed to the President, '
the Secretary of the Interior, and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
by the committee of Friends on Indian affairs having charge of the
northern superintendency, in relation to a desire of certain Indian tribes
to sell a portion of the lauds owned by them with a view of locating on
other lands that they may be able to purchase; together with a report
of tlle Commissioner of Indian Affairs thereon, and a letter of the Secretary of the Interior Department approving the report of the Commissioner.
I submit the draught of a bill which has bee11 prepared, and which it is
believed will effect the o"Qject desired hy t he committee, and request the
consideration thereof by Congresf'>.
U . S. GRANT.
Jil:XECU'l'IVE :MANSION, FclJnwry 8, 1871.
DJ~PARTl\1EN1' OF TilE 1N'l'ElUOR,

Tfashington, D. C., Febntary ~, 1871.
Su{.: I. have the bouor to submit herewith a eopy of a report of the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs dated the ~5th instant, together with
tlte abstract of a paper therein referred to, addressed to the President,
the Secretary of th e Interior, and Commissioner of Indian Affairs, from
the eomw.ittee of Friends on Indian affairs h aving charge of the llorthern superintendency, in relation to a desire of certain Indian tribes to
sell a portion of the lands owned by them with a view of locating on
other lands t.ha.t they may be able to purcLaRe.
I have considered the subject, and, concurriug with tbe Comlllissioner
in the views contained in his report in relation to it, I have caused a
draught of a bill to be prepared, which is also ltr.rewith submitted, and
which it is believed will effect the object desired by the committee.
If the bill meet your approval, I have the honor to request that you
will lay the subject before Congress for the action of that body.
With great respect, your obedient servant,
C. DELANO, Secretary.
The PRESIDENT.
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SALE OP INDIAN

LAND~ .

DEPARTMENT OF '!'HE INTERIOR, 0111F[OE OF INDIAN AFFAlltS,

li!ctshington, D. C., January 25, 1871.
SIR: I have the honor to SLlbmit, herewith, an abstract of a paper

addressed" To the President, the Secretary of the Interior, and the Commissioner of Indian .Affairs, from the committee of Prienqs on Indian
aft'airs having charge of the northern superintendenc;y," under date of
1st month 11th, 1871, which al>stract relates· to lands held by certain
India,ns, and their desire to sell a portion of the same. I deem this desire of the Indians a laudable one, and I therefore submit the draught of
a general bill ''for the sale of Indian lands when desired by the Indians,
and for t he purchase of new homes by the Indians." which covers the
desire expressed by the Indians referred to in said abstract, and would
alRo, if it should become a law, enable the Executive to carry out the
wishes of Indians who may make similar requests hereafter.
Your consideration of the matter contained in the abstract herewith
submitted, and also of the draught of bill, is respectfully soJicited, and if
you should concur \Yith me that such a law is desirable, instead of special
legislation on the rcspectiYe cases, I would recommend that the same
be ln.id before Congress for fayorable action by that body"
Yery r.espectfully, yonr obedient Rervant,
H. n. CJ-'UJ\:'I,
Actin,r; Commissioner.
lion. 0. DELANO,
8ecr_etary of the Inter'ior.

The Sa.c~ and :Foxet'> have in co uncil expressell a desire to sell their reservation of
16,000 acres, at its fair value, which is probably $10 per acre, provided that they c:);n
buy a small portion of the land belonging to their neighbors the IQwas, and the Iowas
ha.ve also in council expressed their willingness to sell a sufficiency for this purpose.
This arrangement would enable the Sacs and Foxes to s.e ttle near the agency buildings,
and would bring them more immediately under the care of the agent and his wife, who
are laboring earnestly for their benefit. It would afford sufficiency of funds for both tribes,
and woulcl moreover render impossible the ratification of the unjust treaty made in the
winter of 1869, by which their lands were to be ceded to the Government at one-fourt.h of
their value, for the benefit of certain ra.ilroad companies. During the last session of Congress the most determined a.nd persistent efforts were made by politicians to have that
treaty ratified, and they have not yet relinquished the hopes that they will succeed in
realizing an enormous profit at the expense of the Indians. -~<· * * .,. ... There are
coal mines on t.he Iowa reservation which are leased to a. company who have opened
them, and are nO\Y working them wlth a good prospect of profit to themselves and to
the Indians. I have transmitted to the Department a standing offer which they have
made of seven dollars and fifty cents per acre for the whole of that reservation, in
order that there ma.y be no plea left for the ratification of the treaty of 1869, which
allows only two dollars and fifty cents per acre for the same property.
The Otoe and. Missouri tribe made a similar -treaty in the winter of 1869, ceding a
large portion of their lauds to the Government for the benefit of a railroad company,
a.t one dollar a.nd t-wenty-five cents an acre. The treaty has not been ratified, and the
Indians are not satisfied with it. The land is worth from four to eight dollars per acre,
and they now wish to sellSO,OOO acres at its market value, in order to build houses, to
purchase farming implements and live stock, and. to establish schools. They have
become so fully imbued with a desire for civilizatiou that last month they required me
t.o retain $1,500 for these purposes from their scanty annuity.
The Omahas have recently petitioned the President, the Secretary of the Interior,
and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to take immediate measures for the sale of
50,000 acres of their reservation, in order to assist them in t he career of improvement
which they have already commenced. Their petition was transmitted to Commi::>sioner Parker the 8th of last month. It is believed that -the Pawnees would be will·ing to sell a portion of their reservation for the same purpose. It contains 288,000
acres.
At a co~vocat~on of our I~dian agents ~eld in this office on tl~e 20th of the eighth
moDth, tJns subJect was dehberately cons1clerecl, when a memonal was adopted and
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~ igued,

addressed to tho President of t ho United States, tho Secretary of tho .Interior,
.and tho Commissioner of Indian Affairs. It was sent to t he Indian Bureau on the 22d
of the s~tmc month.
My obj ect in bringing t his subject before you is to ask your assistance in securing at
an early day such action by tho legislative and executive branches of the Government
as may be r equisite to effect the obj ect in view. Nothing short of earnest and persevering efforts on the part of tho friends of the Indians can effect it. Many politicians
are indifterent, and some arc opposed, to the President's Indian policy.
I think the President might be induced to send a special message to Congress recommending a law authorizing him to appoint commissioners to dispose of such portions of
tlw res0rvations, at thch· market Yalue, as the Indi a,ns arc willing to sell.

AN ACT

autltori t~ inp;

LlHI !!ale in certain cmws of lands bolou~in g to I udiau tribes, ami pr·ovio..iing
the investment of t he proceeds of such sale for their benefit.

fo~:

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep1·esentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assmnblccl, That whenever satisfa,ctory evidence shall be presented to the President of the United Sta,tes tha,t any Indian tribe, or a majority of the members of such
tribe, desire to dispose of their lands, or any portion thereof, the Secretary of the Interior is hereby a,uthorized, under the direction of the President, to cause such lands to
be surveyed, if necessary, and the sa,me to be appraised by three competent persons ;
one of them shall b e the agent of tho tribe to whom the lauds belong; and after th(~
survey and appraisement of said lands, as herein provided, the Secretary of tho Interior is authorized to sell tho same iu tracts not exceeding one hundred and sixty acres
ea,ch, to the highest bidder for cash; the sale to be made upon sealed proposals, to be
duly invited by advertisement: Provided, That no bid shall be accepted which may be
le:ss than the appmised value of the laud; the proceeds of sale, after deducting therefrom the expenses of survey, appraisement, and sale of the lands, shall be invested for
the benefit of the Indians interested, in such manner as the President may direct.
SEc. 2. Ancl be it fu·rther enactecl, '.rhat any Indian tribe desiring to change their l ocation may contmct to unite with any other tribe or tribes, or for the purchase of lands
for a new settlement a,nd location, upon such terms and at such prices as may be agreed
upon hy tlH\ partie~ iutercstec1 , subject t o the approval of the President.

0

